
 

 

 

 

For Consideration By Licensing Sub-Committee 

Meeting Date 24 October 2023 

Type of Application  Premises Licence  

Address of Premises The Old Sorting Office,227C Brooke Road, London,  
E5 8AB 

Classification Decision  

Ward(s) Affected Hackney Downs 

Group Director Rickardo Hyatt 

 
1. Summary  

1.1. This is an application for a premises licence to allow authorisation for the 
regulated entertainment and sale of alcohol on Monday to Sunday. 

2. Application  

2.1. The Clapton Country Club Limited has made an application for a premises 
licence under section 17 of the Licensing Act 2003. 

2.2. The applicant is seeking authorisation for the following licensable activities 
and times: 

Supply of Alcohol 
(On-sales) 

Standard Hours: 

 

Mon 12:00-22:00 

Tue  12:00-22:00 

Wed 12:00-22:00 

Thu  12:00-22:00 

Fri    12:00-23:30 

Sat   12:00-23:30 

Sun  12:00-22:00 

 

Recorded Music 
 

Standard Hours: 

 

Fri    23:00-23:30 

Sat   23:00-23:30 

 



 
 

The opening hours of 
the premises 

Standard Hours: 

 

Mon 12:00-22:30 

Tue  12:00-22:30 

Wed 12:00-22:30 

Thu  12:00-22:30 

Fri    12:00-00:00 

Sat   12:00-00:00 

Sun  12:00-22:30 

 

 

2.3. The application is attached as Appendix A. The applicant has proposed 
measures that could be converted to conditions (see paragraph 8.1 below). 

3. Current Status/History 

3.1. The premises is not currently licensed for any activity.  

3.2. Temporary event notices have given in current year at this premises as 

follows: 

                                  Date of the event(s)                      Hours 
                               19/08/2023-19/08/2023           19:00-00:00 

        

4. Representations: Responsible Authorities  

From Details 

Environmental Health Authority 
(Environmental Protection)  

Have confirmed no representation based on 
agreed conditions as set out in para 8.1 

Environmental Health Authority 
(Environmental Enforcement) 

No representation received 

Environmental Health Authority 
(Health & Safety) 

No representation received 

Weights and Measures 
(Trading Standards)  

No representation received 

Planning Authority No representation received 

Area Child Protection Officer No representation received 

Fire Authority Have confirmed no representation on this 
application 

Police  No representation received 

Licensing Authority    
  (Appendix B) 

Representation received on the grounds of 
The Prevention of Crime and Disorder, 
Prevention of Public Nuisance and The 
Protection of Children from Harm. 

Health Authority No representation received 

 



 
 

5. Representations: Other Persons  

From Details 

Representations received from 
and on behalf of local residents. 
(Appendices C1-C34) 

Representation received on the grounds of 
The Prevention of Crime and Disorder, Public 
Safety, Prevention of Public Nuisance and 
The Protection of Children from Harm. 
 

 

6. Guidance Considerations 

6.1. The Licensing Authority is required to have regard to any guidance issued by 
the Secretary of State under the Licensing Act 2003. 

7. Policy Considerations 

7.1. Licensing Sub-Committee is required to have regard to the London Borough 
of Hackney’s Statement of Licensing Policy (“the Policy) adopted by the 
Licensing Authority.   

7.2. The Policy applies to applications where relevant representations have been 
made. With regard to this application, policies, LP1 (General Principles), LP2 
(Licensing Objectives) and LP6 (External Areas and Outdoor Events) are 
relevant. 

8. Officer Observations 

8.1. If the Sub-Committee is minded to approve the application, the following 
conditions should be applied the licence:  

        Supply of Alcohol(On/Both) 
 

1. No supply of alcohol may be made under the premises licence: 
 

(a) At a time when there is no designated premises supervisor in  
respect of the premises licence. 

 
(b) At a time when the designated premises supervisor does not 
hold a personal licence or his personal licence is suspended. 

 
2. Every supply of alcohol under the premises licence must be 

made or authorised by a person who holds a personal licence. 
 

3. (1) The responsible person must ensure that staff on relevant premises 
do not carry out, arrange or participate in any irresponsible promotions in 
relation to the premises. 

 
(2) In this paragraph, an irresponsible promotion means any one or 
more of the following activities, or substantially similar activities, carried 
on for the purpose of encouraging the sale or supply of alcohol for 
consumption on the premises - 



 
 

 
(a) games or other activities which require or encourage, or are 
designed to require or encourage, individuals to; 
(i) drink a quantity of alcohol within a time limit (other than to drink 
alcohol sold or supplied on the premises before the cessation of the 
period in which the responsible person is authorised to sell or supply 
alcohol), or 
(ii) drink as much alcohol as possible (whether within a time 
limit or otherwise); 

 
(b) provision of unlimited or unspecified quantities of alcohol free or for a 
fixed or discounted fee to the public or to a group defined by a particular 
characteristic in a manner which carries a significant risk of undermining 
a licensing objective; 

 
(c) provision of free or discounted alcohol or any other thing as a prize to 
encourage or reward the purchase and consumption of alcohol over a 
period of 24 hours or less in a manner which carries a significant risk of 
undermining a licensing objective; 

 
(d) selling or supplying alcohol in association with promotional posters 
or flyers on, or in the vicinity of, the premises which can reasonably 
be considered to condone, encourage or glamorise anti-social 
behaviour or to refer to the effects of drunkenness in any favourable 
manner. 

 

(e) dispensing alcohol directly by one person into the mouth of 
another (other than where that other person is unable to drink without 
assistance by reason of a disability). 

4. The responsible person must ensure that free potable water is 
provided on request to customers where it is reasonably available. 

 
5. 5.1. The premises licence holder or club premises certificate holder 

must ensure that an age verification policy is adopted in respect of the 
premises in relation to the sales or supply of alcohol. 
5.2 The designated premises supervisor in relation to the premises 
licences must ensure that the supply of alcohol at the premises is 
carried on in accordance with the age verification policy. 
5.3. The policy must require individuals who appear to the responsible 
person to be under 18 years if age (or such older age as may be 
specified in the policy) to produce on request, before being served 
alcohol, identification bearing their photograph, date of birth and either:- 

A. a holographic mark or 
B. an ultraviolet feature. 

 
6. The responsible person shall ensure that: 

a) where any of the following alcoholic drinks is sold or supplied for 
consumption on the premises (other than alcoholic drinks sold or 
supplied having been made up in advance ready for sale or supply in a 



 
 

securely closed container) it is available to customers in the following 
measures: 
• beer or cider:1/2 pint; 
• gin, rum, vodka or whisky: 25ml or 35ml; and 
• still wine in a glass: 125ml; and 

a. these measures are displayed in a menu, price list or other 
printed material which is available to customers on the 
premises; and 

b. where a customer does not in relation to a sale of alcohol specify 
the quantity of alcohol to be sold, the customer is made aware that 
these measures are available. 

 
Minimum Drinks Pricing 

 
7.  7.1 A relevant person shall ensure that no alcohol is sold or supplied for 

consumption on or off the premises for a price which is less than the 
permitted price. 

 
7.2 For the purposes of the condition set out in paragraph 7.1 above - 
(a) “duty” is to be construed in accordance with the Alcoholic Liquor 
Duties Act 1979; 
(b) “permitted price” is the price found by applying the formula - P = 
D+(DxV) Where - 
(i) P is the permitted price, 
(ii) D is the amount of duty chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if the 
duty were charged on the date of the sale or supply of the alcohol, and 

(c) V is the rate of value added tax chargeable in relation to the alcohol 
as if the value added tax were charged on the date of the sale or supply 
of the alcohol; 

(d) “relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which 
there is in force a premises licence - 
(i) the holder of the premises licence, 
(ii) the designated premises supervisor (if any) in respect of such a licence, 

or 
(iii) the personal licence holder who makes or authorises a supply of 
alcohol under such a licence; 

 
(e) “relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which 
there is in force a club premises certificate, any member or officer of the 
club present on the premises in a capacity which enables the member or 
officer to prevent the supply in question; and 

 
(f) “value added tax” means value added tax charged in accordance 
with the Value Added Tax Act 1994. 

 
7.3 Where the permitted price given by Paragraph 8.2(b) above would 
(apart from this paragraph) not be a whole number of pennies, the price 
given by that sub-paragraph shall be taken to be the price actually 
given by that sub- paragraph rounded up to the nearest penny. 



 
 

 
7.4 (1) Sub-paragraph 7.4(2) below applies where the permitted price 
given by Paragraph 7.2(b) above on a day (“the first day”) would be 
different from the permitted price on the next day (“the second day”) as a 
result of a change to the rate of duty or value added tax. 

 
            (2) The permitted price which would apply on the first day applies to   

sales or supplies of alcohol which take place before the expiry of the 
period of 14 days beginning on the second day.    

     
      Conditions consistent with the Operating Schedule 

 
8. The premises shall maintain a comprehensive CCTV system (12 cameras) as 

per the minimum requirements of a Metropolitan Police Crime Prevention 
Officer. All public areas, entry and exit points will be covered enabling frontal 
identification of every person entering in any light condition. The CCTV system 
shall continually record whilst the premises is open for licensable activities and 
during all times when customers remain on the premises. All recordings shall 
be stored for a minimum period of 30 days with date and time stamping. 
Recordings shall be made available immediately upon the request of Police or 
authorised officer. 

 
9. A staff member from the premises who is conversant with the operation of the 

CCTV system shall be on the premises at all times when the premises are 
open to the public. This staff member shall be able to show Police or an 
authorised officer of Hackney Borough Council recent data or footage with the 
absolute minimum of delay when requested. 

 
10. There shall be "CCTV in Operation" signs prominently displayed. 

 
11. All instances of crime or disorder to be reported by the designated premises 

supervisor or responsible member of staff to an agreed police contact point, as 
agreed with the Police. 

 
12. An incident log shall be kept at the premises, and made available on request to 

the police or an authorised officer, which will record the following: 

· All crimes reported to the venue 

· Any complaints received  

· Any incidents of disorder 

· Any faults in the CCTV system 

· Any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service 

· All ejections of patrons 

· All seizures of drugs or offensive weapons 

· Any refusal of the sale of alcohol 
 

13. The premises will be maintained in a safe manner at all times. 
 

14. All exits will be kept unobstructed, easy to open and clearly signed. 
 

15. Customers shall not take drinks, glass or open containers onto the street, staff 



 
 

at the premises shall be responsible for ensuring this is enforced. 
 

16. All staff will be given refresher training every six months on the legislation 
relating to the sales of alcohol to drunken persons. Written records of this 
training shall be kept on the premises and produced to police or other 
authorised officer upon request. 

 
17. All refuse will be disposed of in an appropriate manner. Staff will be 

instructed to maintain all external areas in a clean and presentable 
manner at all times. 

 
18. The premises will display prominent signage by every entrance and exit 

requesting customers to leave the premises quietly and respect local 
residents. 

 
19. The premises will display and maintain appropriate signage advising        
customers of the contact details of the Designated Premises Supervisor. 

 
20. A Challenge 25 proof of age scheme shall be operated at the premises 

where the only acceptable forms of ID are recognised photographic 
identification cards, such as a driving licence, passport or proof of age 
card with the PASS hologram.  

 
21. The premises will operate a "No ID, No Sale" policy at all times for 

persons who look under 25. 
 

22. Staff will be trained in the understanding of this policy and training 
records maintained for inspection if requested by the police or any other 
responsible authority. 

 
23. A record shall be kept detailing all refused sale of alcohol. The record 

should include the date and time of the refused sale and the name of the 
member of staff who refused the sale. The record shall be available for 
inspection at the premises by the police or an authorised officer of the 
Council at all times whilst the premises is open. 

 
  Conditions derived from Responsible Authority representations 

24. A sound-limiting device shall be installed on the premises to control all 
electrical outlets in the function room. Visiting performers shall plug all their 
sound amplification equipment into these outlets to perform within the 
premises. The sound limiting device shall be approved by and set to the 
Council's satisfaction, and thereafter maintained for the duration of its use.  

 
25. Music shall be played at such a level to ensure that no nuisance is caused to 

any unassociated neighbouring premises. No music shall be played in the 
external areas at any time.  

 
26. A scheme of sound insulation shall be installed to the fenestration (8windows, 

2 roof skylights and 2 portholes) in the function room to adequately contain 



 
 

noise leakage from the building structure when regulated entertainment is in 
operation.  

 
27. The internal double doors leading to the function room shall remain in the 

closed position when regulated entertainment is in operation, with the 
exception for the immediate ingress and egress of patrons.   

 
28. The rear lobbied exit doors shall be operated in such a manner to contain and 

minimise noise leakage from the function room when regulated entertainment 
is in operation.  

 
29. Smoking will only be permitted at the designated smoking area located in the 

rear garden on the premises.  
 

30. The use of the external seating area at the front of the premises shall be 
restricted between 12:00hrs-18:00hrs Monday to Friday. The maximum 
number of people using the front external seating area shall be limited to no 
more than 10 people at any one time.  

 
31. The disposal of waste into external receptacles and waste collections shall not 

take place between the hours of 22:00 and 08:00. 
 

32. Prominent, clear and legible notices are displayed at all exits requesting 
patrons to respect the needs of local residents and to leave the premises and 
surrounding area quietly.  

 
 

9. Reasons for Officer Observations 

9.1. Conditions (1) to (7) are mandatory conditions for alcohol sale. Conditions (8) 
to (23) derive from applicant’s operating schedule and conditions (24) to (32) 
have been proposed by the Environmental Protection team. These conditions 
have been accepted by the applicant. 

 
10. Legal Comments  

10.1. The Council has a duty as a Licensing Authority under the Licensing Act 
2003 to carry out its functions with a view to promoting the following  
4 licensing objectives; 

· The Prevention of Crime and Disorder 

· Public Safety 

· Prevention of Public Nuisance 

· The Protection of Children from Harm 
 

10.2. It should be noted that each of the licensing objectives have equal 
importance and are the only grounds upon which a relevant 
representation can be made and for which an application can be refused 
or terms and conditions attached to a licence. 



 
 

11. Human Rights Act 1998 Implications  

11.1. There are implications to; 
n Article 6 – Right to a fair hearing 
n Article 14 – Not to discriminate 
n Balancing: Article 1- Peaceful enjoyment of their possession (i.e. a 

licence is defined as being a possession) with Article 8 – Right of 
Privacy (i.e. respect private & family life) to achieve a proportionate 
decision having regard to the protection of an individuals rights 
against the interests of the community at large. 

 

12. Members Decision Making  

12.1. Option 1 

That the application be refused 

12.2. Option 2 

That the application be approved, together with any conditions or 
restrictions which Members consider necessary for the promotion of 
the Licensing objectives. 

 

13. Conclusion 

13.1. That Members decide on the application under the Licensing Act 2003. 

Appendices: 

Appendix A: Application for a premises licence and supporting documents 
             Appendix B: Representations from responsible authorities 
             Appendix C: Representations from other persons 
             Appendix D: Location map 
 

Background documents 

   Licensing Act 2003 
          LBH Statement of Licensing Policy 

 

Report Author  Name: Shan Uthayasangar 
Title:    Licensing Officer 
Email:  shan.uthayasangar@hackney.gov.uk 
Tel:      02083562431 

Comments for the Group  
Director of Finance and 
Corporate Resources 
prepared by  

Name 
Title 
Email  
Tel 













































 RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY REPRESENTATION: 
 APPLICATION UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003 

 RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY DETAILS 

 NAME OF AUTHORITY  Licensing Authority 

 ADDRESS OF AUTHORITY  Licensing Service 
 Hackney Service Centre 
 1 Hillman Street 
 London 
 E8 1DY 

 CONTACT NAME  David Tuitt 

 TELEPHONE NUMBER  020 8356 4942 

 E-MAIL ADDRESS  david.tuitt@hackney.gov.uk 

 APPLICATION PREMISES 

 Premises  The Old Sorting Office 
 227c Brooke Road 
 London 
 E5 8AB 

 Applicant  The Clapton Country Club Limited 

 COMMENTS 

 I make the following relevant representations in relation to the above application at 
 the above address. 

 1)  the prevention of crime and disorder  x 
 2)  public safety
 3)  the prevention of public nuisance  x 
 4)  the protection of children from harm  x 



 Representations (which include comments and/or objections) in relation to: 

 I write to make a representation in response to this application. I am opposed to the 
 grant of a premises licence in respect of this site. 

 I have concerns that the proposed use as an event space in a former industrial site 
 would have a significant negative impact on the promotion of the licensing objectives 
 given the character of the immediate vicinity. 

 The premises is immediately adjacent to residential properties on either side as well 
 as the Hunsdon Estate. The occupants of these properties are all likely to be 
 disturbed by the proposed activities. These disturbances could be a daily 
 occurrence. 

 Given the scale of the building and its likely capacity, arrival to and from the site by 
 multiple visitors whether on foot or via car/private hire will be a source of nuisance to 
 residents. It will be impossible for the operator to control the impact of this. This 
 disturbance will be more noticeable to residents as the proposed activity is such a 
 departure from the historic use of the site as a sorting office. The measures 
 proposed in the application to prevent this are limited to the display of notices. 

 A search of the planning register suggests that the site appears not to have planning 
 permission nor even a pending application. The planning process would, as a 
 minimum, require local consultation of local properties by letter and detailed 
 assessment of noise and transport impacts. The planning officer would also make at 
 least one site visit, possibly more with a change of use proposal of this scale. 

 A sixth form college and builders merchants appear to be the only non-residential 
 activities at this end of Brooke Road which further demonstrates that the proposed 
 activities are far from what is familiar to this end of Brooke Road. 

 The above representations are supported by the following evidence and information. 

 The Licensing Act 2003, guidance issued by the Home Office under s182 of the 
 Licensing Act 2003 

 Are there any actions or measures that could be taken to allay concerns or objections? 
 If so, please explain  . 

 There are no amendments to the proposed hours, days of operation, proposed 
 activities nor additional conditions that can allay my concerns. I would urge the 
 Sub-Committee to reject the application in its entirety. 



 Name:  David Tuitt (Business Regulation Team Leader) - Licensing and Technical 
 Support 

 1 August 2023 





Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk>

The Old Sorting Office 227C Brooke Road London E5 8AB
1 message

29 July 2023 at 16:35
To: licensing@hackney.gov.uk

Dear sir or madame

I am a resedent of Brooke Road and I am strongly against the application for selling  alcohol in this area. We are a residential
street. We have already enough anti social bad behaviour this will attract more. I have children and concerned about the safety of
my street the amount off crime and criminal that this will attract. The parking ia already a nightmare. We have not had any notice
from the council which is a concern because if some has come round you would see this is a residential area. This is giving
resedent a lot off stress opening up wedding venue with large groups off people I wish to appeal against this and all residential are
not happy with the amount off crime this with will attract.

Regards

 Brooke Road.



Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk>

Objection
1 message

30 July 2023 at 10:26
To: licensing@hackney.gov.uk

Hello,

This establishment The Clapton Country Club Limited has not properly listed this application in the area to view and I only found out about it. 

I adamantly oppose this business being let open another venue. 

The current license they hold at The Tram Depot should be up for review and revoked. I can’t believe Hackney council ever granted it with people living above 
and across from the location. 

I live and work above and oppose this expansion! 

The own of this venue has been disqualified from running a business in the UK and has falsified the records to be operated in his spouses name. 

Please do not subject our neighbourhood to more of this horrible energy and get this business out. 

I have attached a photo below of unlicensed drinking and unmanaged crowed outside venue. 

Please live above and all around and it’s so loud every Friday Sat. 

Please stop is menace! 

Thank you for your consideration. 

The Old Sorting Office
227C Brooke Road
London
E5 8AB

Hackney
Downs

The Clapton
Country Club
Limited

Application for a premises licence for recorded
music from 23:00 to 23:30 Fri and Sat and to
authorise the supply of alcohol for
consumption on the premises from 12:00 to
22:00 Sun to Thur and from 12:00 to 23:30 Fri
and Sat





Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk>

Licencing application - representation
1 message

31 July 2023 at 22:11
To: licensing@hackney.gov.uk

To whom it may concern

This is a formal representation in objection to the application w/c 7 July by The Clapton Country Club Ltd for a premises licence for The Old

Sorting Office, 227C Brooke Road, London, E5 8AB.

The premises in question is in a fully residential area with a large number of residential dwellings to both sides. Granting a licence for recorded

music and the supply of alcohol is almost certain to result in:

1. Public nuisance: noise pollution to local residents is inevitable, even with sound proofing, given the close proximity to residential

dwellings. This will be from the venue itself and from users of the venue loitering outside of it. Alongside the noise pollution, there is a

high probability of littering and drunk and disorderly behaviour in the area around the venue causing a public nuisance to residents

2. Potential crime and disorder associated with the licensing of alcohol consumption at the venue, in such proximity to residential

dwellings

When Brooke Road became part of a Low Traffic Neighbourhood the stated aim of Hackney Council was to “create cleaner, quieter, greener

neighbourhoods” (https://hackney.gov.uk/low-traffic-neighbourhoods/#work). That cannot be compatible with introducing a commercial

venue with a music and alcohol licence into what is a residential street, with the noise and travel pollution (by venue users) and the broader

public nuisance that will result.

Finally, in considering the application and objections received I ask that the Council consider and explicitly reference in its response The

Clapton Country Club Ltd and its' directors track record of compliance with premises licence terms with respect to any other current and

previously held licences, including the Tram Store and Clapton Country Club.

 Brooke Road

London

E5 



Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk>

Object to premises licence
1 message

1 August 2023 at 02:49
To: licensing@hackney.gov.uk

I am objecting to the licence application w/c 7 July by The Clapton Country Club Ltd for a premises licence for The Old Sorting Office,

227C Brooke Road, London, E5 8AB.

The premises is in a quiet residential area with properties on both sides. Granting a licence for recorded music and the supply of alcohol will

most likely cause public nuisance, and crime and disorder.

There are likely to be individuals who will be drunk and loiter, causing noise, litter and preventing sleep and enjoyment of homes on their way

out. The music will be loud enough to disturb residents in what is a quiet residential area at night, as the premises is right next to houses.

This will prevent sleep and enjoyment of homes by residents. There is likely to be increased traffic from cars and taxis picking up or dropping

off, noise preventing sleep for children and adults in the area. Children and adults will have to deal with additional levels of antisocial and

criminal behaviour from individuals who will be attracted to the area as a result of sales of alcohol and possibility of drug selling to individuals

using the premises.

Residents will have to deal with the litter and bottles mess, antisocial behaviour and lack of sleep from the effects of the premises. Children will

have to go to school and adults to work dodging urine, vomit and bottles.

It is not acceptable for already deprived areas of the borough to have to deal with additional adverse impacts on their well-being from granting a

licence in what is a residential area. We already know from recent news reports that the most deprived areas of London suffer the worst air

pollution and that this E5 area is in that category.

The council will be worsening the mental health and wider determinants of health for people in those areas in addition to belong to creating a

situation in which antisocial and criminal behaviours are rife .

Regards

 broke road

E5 
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